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THREE DOVES.
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. “With me it Is
[ what | will do, but of
Vit You o need of my

pacity™

ut onee. but for =
lently
. [araway in
ipressod me with the be-
vus not seelog me ut all
it ' ool on me

ber e
ief the
and that her t

She dil not ar ¥ question, and
whien she spobte i was to this effect:
“Come into my room, will you? 1

want to talk with ¥ ymont. "

t the same

by great haill,

urnicthed, but dirk,

and bade me draw

Aimes Ohwens,”
1

I'ro

inothér s dead, gl

plicd: “and my
father i

I suid w0 ek

1y

ATl sToppeeil was

wary of sayiug )} & stranger

"8G yonT s dead? she ob-
served, ler voice u little more gentle
than it LR “Has shis been dead
long?™

“Since | ansmww

“Tndeeail n yon have never kno
® mathier's |

“Never; Iy often felt the want
of ir"

It is stramge.” she said, musingly.
“One feols the want of ‘& mother's love,
tho other the want of an objert 1o shed
that love upon.’

There was & short pouse before she
resmed, and when she spoke again it

“TRLL MB AROUT YUURSELF."

appearad as if she had awakened out of
a deep reverie

“Your futher is living, then?" she
questinnel,

“Yee, ma'am."

“Whr do you not live with him™

“Becanse my stepmother was very
cruel to me, and T conld not bear the
suffering= she indicted on me.”

“Wis vouir Rathor ernel, too?” |

“He wie never kind, and he always
belioved my  stepmother told
him.”

“Yes v | know bow thet is. 1

wif it all, but it's beon o
of course: But econld

it home and suffer less
n this frichdiess way of

I eeutld not remain at
My stopimother ordensd
my father, who was
present, &0 sot nteefere. 1 was driven
away.’

“Driven away?” Mrs. Lawton repeat-
el meditatively.  “Cruel, bheartioss

o leare,

]I'rr!..cl\es"' Then after the lapse of :aI [ literally feasted on the many good | I have grown te [ke you bettéf as |

bheen {rom
home?™

“Several months

| “And hare

those several months

“1 have oot been b

iy

with been
HRome have ar
Where did vou Tis
bere?
“I would r

Lawton, |

t 12l that, Mrs
I have good

a secret.”
She watehed me with inlense Interest
for s short time.
“Miss Owens,” she saild, direetly, "1
do not wish to pry into your secrets. |
ight ¢ Yet how am I

keen It
Keep i

have no right to do so

{0 assist vou
| depce? You
before I tal
ROW sSOomet

The intimation th
of taking me into ber bhon
with a thrill of the wildest
stantly iy beurt warmed to he

"Alrs, I i

yon everyihir
“Very well.
I um sure you n
Then T told her all of

ny expériences

from the time Ileft b s lenving ont
only all references to Will Hanley and
Charles Cornell. 1 told her of the kind-

ness of Mr. and M
eolness of my «

), of th

ousin, of

terest of Mr. Bernand, and of his sab-
saquirnt conduet, anid of the: slunderons
reparts that were put afloat by his eol-
leagaes, Miss Perkins und Mrs Bond
She [istencd attentivel I I1a.d|
ing heér hand

come o & finish, then,
on mine, £5id

“1 believe you, Agnes. [ have til--l
greatest faith in every

uttered."

word you have |

“l am so giad yom helleve me" 1
eried, hardly restruining my tears. “I
was 50 much afrald you wonld not.™

“Dut I do. There is that in voor
looks and manner that forbids a doubt
of your honesty and truthfulness |
liked you when I first saw you at the
door, anfl [ like youo better now. Iam
B UeEr woman in most respedis, .\f,nw!- |
and I dare say my sadden liking for |
you is one of my queer freaks,  People |
will say so, at least. But it doesn't |
matter; for I have little to do with peo- '
ple and they have little to do with me. |
[ live my own life in my own way, sod |
| bother no oneelse and ask no one to |
bother about me. Dut I will tallk of |
that ut some other time. You have hiad |
no dinner, have you!™
W0, ma'am," 1 replied ‘

I, then, you certainly want it
»  You are to remain here three or |

ays, if you will™ I

“Three or four days?" 1 exclaimed. |
inw tons of deep disappointment. “I |

hoped 1 was to remain—" Then re- |
membering myself, I pansed and blushed
in confusion. |

“You hoped you were to remain |
longer?™ Mra. Lawtan questioned. ¢

“Yes, ma'am,” T replied 1 hoped |
yon ¢ould employ me in some way,” |

“1 don't lnow about that,” she suid
“1 am a queer, grim, eopleasant old
woran, and vou may find living with |
me unbearable. [ should be glad to |
have vou here, for | Lave taken a |
strange faney to you, and H von care to
stay you shall. But you must have a
few days to decide.  Yonm must come to
understand me better before yon make
any agreement. Remain three days
and then we will talk the matter over
aguin. Now lsy aside your things and
coms with me to dinner.”

T obeyed, and a few minutes later we
| sat down to s little table in o large,
| airy room und were served with the

choicest of viands. My hostess talked

little duripg the meal, and for the |
| grenter purt of the time scemed deeply |
absorbed in thought. Once I glanced

up to find her eyes riveted on mein s
| curfous gaze, and the instant her eyes

met mine she Jet them drop and & flosh |

suffused her face. 1

After dinner she took me all :
through the house and showed me the
varions rooms.  There was & library
well supplisd with books, and 1 ex-
pressed my admiration of it.

| *“Do you like books?" she asked.
| “1am very {ond of them,” | replied

“Then," she sald, “make yourself st
home here. The books will belp you to
get throngh the long, dull days’

“Time will not drag,” [ answered, “4f
I have plenty of duties *

“You will have but ane duty, and
thatis to get what enjoyment ¥ou can
out of your stay with me. 1 haveshown
you the house, now make yourself at
home in it. Thres days from now we

| will talk this matter over again”

CHAPTER XXV,
TWO QUINT YEARS
The threes days following my entrance
into Mrs. Lawton's home wers quiet,
restful ones, and bot for the great dis- |
appointment that hung over my life
like a pall | would have been, happy.
Mrs. Lawton was kind and gentis in
the extreme, and from morning till
night she busied herelf to wdd to my
comfort. Twenty times a day she
sought me out, inorderto pssure hier-
self that 1 was well provided for in
whatever the bouse afforded that was
| caloulated to make my stay more pleas-
ant

aring | 4

| ed the

| and deci L
- | for the futare,”

books In the library, und the greater

part of the three days | spent there

Imes 1 liked best,

poring over the v
I felt that if 1 e

e

greater pleasure. Th uwirht that the
o days would o soun pass, and that
I must give up my casy life and
the books, and take op alife of wark
aguin, made me sud, and 1 almost count-
precious moments
slipped by

I often swondered w
Mrs. Lawton could |
my anxiety

Wt employment
for me, and in
ormed on thay

Yo

to be in

| point I was several timed very nearly |

templed to msk.  But [ restrained my
euricaity, resolving to await her own
time and pleasure.
The fourth day after my srr
from the brealkfast
Lawton subd to me:

Arose

“Come to my room, now, Agne

1 :u-r»-m]un;'-'-! her, glad to know that
my fotare was to beexplamed, yet feal-
ing « little apprehension lest something
should trauspire 1o deprive me of my
new home, to which 1 was alrewdy
diearly attached. | liked Mrs
very muel, and to part from her would
b

Vion

been o sourse of painfol gried
“Well, Agnes,” she began, when gl
was seated in ber own room, with me at

‘Are you realdy to decide

ALL

YOU REAT

DECTUEY

whether you wish to remain with me or
not ™

H1 decided thet the first d
bere,™ I replied

“And yon still wis
gueried

“Yeu, ma'am." I poswered
conld please me better; o
so0 good as to keepme | s

x| was

I to stay?

0 ry my
very best to plesse yon and perform my
duoties well and faithfully.”

“1'told you the other day.” she said,
“that 1 wm & queer wortun; and [ sus-

pect you huve found me so.  Still, you
do not know me now as you will when
vou ire here longer.  Perhaps you had
tetter take another week to deeides”
“No, ma'am,” | answeéred. “1 am
reaidy to unswer now, and delay only
makes me vneasy lest you should tum
me nway, If you can give me employ-
ment. are disposed to do so, planse
do not hesitate an my decount
waell ™

“Very she replied. “If you
are satisfled, | am, « you may econsider
the matter settled

She relapsed into sllence, seemingly
having no more to =ay. | waited some
timo, then asked:

“Mrs. Lawton. when am [ to begin
my doties?

*“What doties” she asked.

“Why, the duties you have employved
me to perform.”

“Ah, now, | suppose.”

“Will yon instruct me how to pro-
ceed? T questioned, as she paused

gain.

“Why, you know that already,” she
replied. *'All you have to do is w0 go
on as you huve the past three days, and
enjoy yourself as well ax you can.’

“Am [ to have no work?" | asked.

“No," she answeril 'l have noth-

| ing for vou to do,”

“Then,” said I, “I bave no right to
stay. 1 have no cluim on vour charity,
and, ruthir than be a barden to anyone,
I'd prefer to do any kind of work.™

“You're not going to be a bunden,
Agmes.” she replied; “and there's no
charity in it. Yoo want a home and a
fribnd, and I want some one to keep me
company snd make my life more chear-
ful.  We can each furnish that which
the other wants, and each of us s will-
ing to do so; and thet is all there is of
it A mntnal exchange, with & balance
in your favor, You give more thun you
receive."

“No," 1 objected, ‘'yon cannot deceive
me that way. [ give nothing and re-
ceive all”

*You donot know what you give,"
she said  “*You do not know what your
presence Is to me. You remember |
told you I had taken a strange fancy to
you? I will tell you now why:

“I oneo had n daughter about your
age. My husband died when she was
small, and from that time she wus my
only companion and friend. My family
disowned me whea | married, and
treated me with such coldness that 1
never sought a reconciliation. So for
years my child and I lived alone and
apart from the world, and we came to
be very mear and dear to each other.
All my love and thought was centered
in her and all my life was devoted to
her.

“But death, ecruel and unfesling,
came between us and took her from me.
Then | was alone, bereft of my only
treasure and my heart left vacant. [
bad no tie on earth from that day—
tothing to love and nothing to live for.
My life was blank and purposeless, and
as & consequence the years have
dragged wearily around with a monot-
onons and unvarying sadness. My life
has been desolate and drears und 1
have found no pleasure in it.

“When 1 ssw you the first time 1
thought immediately of my daughter,
and from some cause | felt thet yon
might fill her place in my beart. Not
a8 she filled it, of courss, for no one
could do that, but in a great measure.
You reminded me of her, though yon
do not resemble what she was, in the
Teast, and T Hied you T like you yet.

t Id only be privileged
w that library for one long, un-

| Imterrupted month, | i ask for no |

as ey |

have come to be batter acqualnted with
yon,

“Now | want you to remain with me
and lighten my sorrow by your pres
enee, | am a gloomy, sad, disap-
pointed woman, but my beart is not en-
tirely dried up. You can bring back to
it some of its youthful fecling and win
from it o great deal of the love and
light that have so long been shut up
ithin.  You ean wake me much hap-
pier thun I've been for years, und |
| want you to stay, It isfor my sake |

aak it, and not for yours, for | believe
all the happiness and benefit will he
mipe.”

I staged. | reulized that. however
Mr=. Lawton might be disposed to view
the matter, | wus giving but 5 poor re-
turn for the blessings she bestowed on
me, and | exerted mysell in every pos.
sible way to euhanee her pleasure
talleed with ber, read to her, and per-
formed o thousand little services that |
thunght wonld tend to bring her o taste
of enjoyment. [ flattered wysell with
the belief t my ¢fforts to sugment
her not vain, |

eottain that she grew lig

pleasure wers was

I ghtev of heart,
i und that day by day she guined o new
|
|
|

relish. for life,  Her faee lost much
of its rigidity, and the cold look melted
ot of her s
quite gayly, and o
smiie {'-:I_"l"l Oover

. Sometimes she chatted
soft

w andthen a
r features,

1 all these signs of increds
ith the §

* light or shadow
offect

for my sympathies were
» ber Life that 1 enjoyed or

!

LTV

{ thut pluyed prer her face had its

on iny heart

for my disagpointed

mbered Will Hanley
il not love me.

) years 1 heard

I had known
apprehended

wes 1 stidl o

| wnil gredeved thint

During all
| nothing of any
At

first |
some trouble from Mr. Bernard, for 1

prevlons]y

sarerl be would seek me oot, but in
L iy oo thut point
when weelts ran into months and 1
lienrd nothing of hiw. DBy Mrs. Law-
ton's adviee | wrote one letter to Mrs,
|"urn|-]l. telling her I had left Mr., Ber
mard’s service, and the town, and that 1
| was comfortably sitnated in a distant
| plaee, but eould not, for good reasons,
| pive my address. S0 1 had no news of
| the Cornells, though 1 often ealled them
to mind and longed to write to them.
lam free to confess, reader, that [
| often felt that | was not a,-ivin,: the
Cornells the proper treatment, by hid-
ing away from them after their con

O

dnet tome. | thought their generosity |
| und umiform kindness demanded my |

perfect conlidence, and it seemed to me
1 was dolug them s great injustice by
withholding it. Dot Mrs Lawton per
| sndded me to act s 1 did. urging that
| my safety demanded striet silence on
my part, and | was willing to be gov-
eried by her,
hear from Charles Cornell, snd fre
quently I wondered what he was think-
| ing of me, and whether or not he had
married. ©f conrse hin action in thie
last respect conld be of vo Interest to
| mae, sinee I did got love Tilin and had re
jected his suit, yet fur some canse | took
an interest in It and hoped with sl ny
| heart that he bl ot mareried.

W A naIntances in my
riicular friends,
wion, We selidom

« MOV AN Oe-

I had wmade
new home. pod
uside from M. |
had visitors

neser, fat
casional eall from some village mutron,
who came chiefly vat of curiosity 1o see
the inside of Lthe great mansion, or in
the hope of discovering food for gossin
I lived on literature, making friends of

satisfled,

the honse it was announced that we
were to have a visitor, Mrs. Lawton's
nephew was coming to see her, so she
told me, and wo made preparations W
receive him.  She told me nothing sbout
her uephew, wot oven his nume, bul
simply aunounced that on & certain day
he was coming. I asked no questions,
feeling little concern in the matier, and
little dreaming of the great surprise
there was in store for me,

| |10 BE CONTINUED. |

Itallan Patlence.
the northern edgeof New York elty says

to him for work, and he believes that
he hus never received an application for
work from & native American. [talians
come to him in droves, and they are
good natured and philosophical when
employment s denied them. A dozen
or more ¢came (o him one day with an

to the interpreter, “‘that | cannot em-
ploy any of them." The interpreter
trunslated the announeement, and none
of the men showed any disappointment.
One laughed and said something which
the interpreter trunsluted. “He says,”
the interpreter said, “that's all right;
he likes to stand round and see your
men work, and maybe by and by you
have s job"
Froge' Eggs.

Frogs' eggs are laid before they real-
Iy are eggs In the trme sense of the
word. They are always laid under wa
ter, and when deposited are covered
with a sort of thin membrane, as an en-
velope, %0 as 1o ccoupy little space. As
oot s they reach the water, however,
they begin to absorb the fluid very rap
idly; and in o short time the egws are
contained in the center of a jelly-like
envelope, like a number of globules
They are kept apart from sach other by
reason of their acquired rotundity, and
thus escape injuring one another.—Chi
cajpo Mail

Jest the Thing.

He—How magnificently you were
dressed the other night at the Bangle
reception.

She—Why, do you think so? The
girls thought 1 was dressed very plain
Iy.

’BI'—UHI but it was s0 appropri
ate, you lmow.—Judge.

I sometimes wished to |

the eharneters in story books, and was |

But at the end of my second year in|

An employer whose operations are on |

that English-speaking men seldom apply |

interpreter.  “Tell these men,” he said §

MILITARY POWER OF CHINA,

Lhout 800,000 Men Available, 100,000,
tielng Armed Wilh Latest Lmproved
i
The possibilities of Ching as o mili
tary power have hardly been considersd
by the weatern nntions It has been
vaguely reallzed that Chine might somes
day hecome & menace to any power thay
affended her il what may be called the
“natiooal militia" of thst country
should ever be turned into traloed
troops. A oution of 800,000,000 ar 400«
DK, 000 people shonld have 20,000,000 or
25,000,000 sble bodied men in the prime
of condition for military service. With
wuch & force as this China would be an
autagonist that no nation wonld sttack
While the fuct that China this
enormous mass of the raw material of
soldlery has been understood, the ln-
effiviency of the government and the
sbsurd showing heretofore made by its
armies buve spresd the idea that China
would not have to be reckoned with as
a i ¥ power fo the life of oy man
now living. Hecent veports, however,
indicate that thero bas been u change
in the Chinese armies While no at-
terupt has beett made to devalop the
streugth of the national militin, the
regulue srmy has been partly remodeled
and made an effsctive foree.  European
and American officers have been em-
ployed, western tactics have been
taught, strict military discipline eca-
forend and the equipment of the troops
altered  to the European style. The
rearmament of the troops with ths
lntest improved rifles Is now in progress,
sod already a fores 100,000 men is
fully equipped and ready for service
The Chinese army is, all told, bus
bout 000,000 men, and the larger por-
of these have not yet been reached
syatem of army reform.  But the
fact that the transformation hus pro-
eeeded thus far and is still going on
ws Lhat Ching has rvealired her de
ies and b anxious to remedy
The fact may mean mueh to the
The Chinese are good soldiors
when properly trained sod led The
work of Ward aud Gordon in the T'alp-
ing rebellion #lows that The axperi-
ence of San Franclseo with the high-
binders eonfirms the statements of Gor-
don that they have n desperate courage
that canbe turned to good aceount if

them

world

they have confidence in their leaders. |

But it remains to be seen whother she
government has the strength to muke
its army strong. Corruption snd inel-
Beleney are Hs rullng traits, and thise
are fatsl 1o an semy if they are found
in the army administeation. H Eure
pean methods are followed China may
In ten years nuve a disciplined force to
compare with the wrmies of Europe,
| Yet, even with the progress that hos
been made and the greater p s |
that may be mnde in the foture, China
will not be fesred untll she proves in
armed condliet that she has thrown
orlental sdministrative and military
| fanlts behind her for the methods of
the “‘forsign devils"--San Francisco
Examiner.

IN THE SCHOOLS.

Tnx alow progress of the thirty fe-
male students at Yale is very discour-
aging. They have not lenrned the yell
yet |

Tus new electrical laboratory to be
erented at Johns Hopldns will be a
roomy onestory structure of eorru-
guted fron, llluminated from the roof
by large skylights

Tae official count of stadents ut Cor-
oell university has just been completed, |
showing 1,544 now lusttendance. This
figure Is higher by 100 than st the cor |
responding period Inst year. l

SoctAr Iife st Vessar presents inter
| esting phases to the 190 new studenta

who have this year ended its freshman

elass and are being Initinted in the v
rious clubs and societies of the studenta

Mra. Eiizabeth Messer |
Haltimore, M4
“ Hoed's 8:

1
| flin s 0 wondertul i
For 10 yoars | had Newra) !
and (uintlng spells. tma!l'i:q :an‘
Slmost st with cold persplration. 1

| bees thisny 100 Ihe. and was & picture of misery.
ot I began to Mnprove sl onde on taking |

'Hood’s Sarsaparilla

sod am mow eelly cured. [ et wall

eop well sm ln perfect health.

weleh LAS Ther B Rrei s ey
na. Et

19 East Barney Street, Baltimore, ML

_;unn PiLLs sre parely vegetable

Babies are always happy
when comfortable, They
are comfortable when well, |
They are apt to be well when
fat; they worry and cry when
thin,

| They ought to be fat; their
nature is to be fat.

If your baby is thin, we

| have a book for you—cane-
| FUL LIVING—free.
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Glass, Ete., Ete.
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Tha Dirsed Boute to and from Chicage, Jellat, Ottaws,
P L I, e, Rch L, 1 TLLLKOBM

Meinm, Wintarsel, AwAzbon, Narisa scd Ovanefl

s JOWA; Minsespalis and 8L Paxl s MIN-

'A; Wateriown and Blouz Falls tx DAKOTA)
Cammaron, 90 Josph sad Kanm (W1, Is NISSOURL
Oumada, Lincaln, Fulrbury aod Xoleos ts NEARASEA:
Alchisen, Lasvezworth, Hurton, Togela, Muichisecy,
Wichita, Balleville, Abilene, Dudge (ity, Cabdwull, in
EASUIAN; Kingfeher, Il Reso and Miscs, in INDIAN
TERRITUNY; Denver, Colerade Springs snd Posbis,
e COLORADO,  Traverses tow aowmn of rirs Aumisg
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MAGNIFICENT
VESTIBULE EXFRESS TRAINS

Lestiog ol congetitory in epiesder of wquipma
between CHICAGO aod LER NGINES, COUNCIR
ELUTTSE sad ONAHA, aed letessn CRICAGO sad
VENVER, COLORADG SFRINGS asd PUERLD, via
EANTAS CITY sad TOPEEA snd v BT, JOSEFR,
wad ever the bew line via KINCOLN, NER.  Fign-clsss
Day Cosches, FIEE RECLINING CHAJR CARS, acd
Palice Kiregarn, with Dining Cur Bervies.  Close mg-
pections of ez ver and Oubovads Springs with Sivengiag
mowey llues, pew rming Uie new and polerrmes

STANDARD GAUGE
TRANS-ROCKY MOVNTAIN ROUTE

Over which superbiy-equipred tmiss s Saily
THPOUGH WITHOTT CHANGE te snd fwe Med)
Lake Oy, Opdes and Pan Frssctesn, THE ROCE
IFLAND & alss the Dirvert und Fuveriie Ling 4 and
from Maaltee, Ptir's Poak asd &l ofber matiary snd
Wl e d a2 =
DAILY FAST EXFRESS TRAINY

From % Joarph and Tasess Oy % mnd frem ol e

towm rétben asd sacticss La Beutiers
e st h s Ty b e
LA ROCTE fom Kanes Oty snd (hisnge b Watan
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oo lades and Use Fastify Const
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